' SPECIAL ANALYSIS .

' EASTERN EUROPE

East European regzmes are neyvous about events in PoZand and
most - of *hem are mixing cautious concessions with new controis . . -
to minimize. the ,tmmediate effect of the PoZzsh workers.": .recent -’
‘gains.  In the short ‘term, Poland’s allies ave unltkely to- suffér
similar Zarge—scale ‘strikes, altnougn ‘they haue manyof the same
economic problems. The gap between consumer expectations’ and living
standards is narrower elsewhere in Easterm Europe than. <

and: the, workers . ‘Lack: a-tradition’ ‘of militancy or the’ links ‘
active and’ cohesive' corps of dissidents. ,MbstsEust-European éaders,
however, apprectate that“they’ eventuaZZy will come under pressure -
‘to: share some of the near-total :power they 'now ‘command zf ‘Polish
workers succeed in’ establzshzng truly representatzve wnions.

Romanla s hard-pressed and ncrea51ngly assertive-:
workers may be ncouraged ‘by. the” Polish experience to
. .Stage- work ctions’o thelr own, but- labor unrest i
fjllkely,to achieve' the cohe51on or scale of the recent
“dlsturbances in- Poland in

. were uncoordln'ted and dld not contain polltlc‘
’"f'tones ;

, S .  t0 postpone pric
A - - ‘later thls year.
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Bucharest. probably will succeed 1n llmltlng tne
repercu551ons of the Polish crisis in the short run, but
it may have dlfflculty with its workers in the future.
-Romania's economic difficulties will continue for the
next- several years and probably grow worse.

_ As Romanla s young work force matures and becomes
more aware of its potential leverage-—-a process likely
to be. accelerated by the example of Poland-—-it is bound”
to make more ‘economic demands on the regime. Ceausescu’
‘may respond ‘by paying greater heed to consimer 1nterests
and even by . scaling Jown his overambitious™ ecoaomlc growth
‘ targets, but he will resist making wholesale rev151onsaa<:
“ in his’ ba51c economlc strategy.

East Germany

- The - East German' eaders' anxiety about an immediate ’
reactlon among " thei wn workers:has diminished.

plined East German labor. force would be

~unlikely to risk its -comparatively high standard of. llVlng e

by challenglng the perva51ve securlty apparatus.

Nonetheless,vthe reglme ‘views the POllSh settlement ; '!JG”

as an extremely - -dangerous" precedent and evidence of
'"creeplng counterrevolutlon." Of all the East European _
.. regimes, East Germany is, the most insecure and fears any
; p0551b1e challenge to 1ts authorltj.;.!‘, :

3 East Germany is conflscatlng offlclal POllSh news-
- papers-and is scaling down its connections with the:
POllSh party. Party and securlty functlonarles have

_ East German authorltles may make cautlous changes
~in their trade union organization to make it more re-::
spon31ve to worker:..démands,. but they will ‘be careful to
avoid giving the impression that they" are acting under
pressure. - The leadershlp also ‘is likely to reconsider -
r'lts plan to seek a mandate at the’ party congress next
sprlng to ralse prlces. e B
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. been reported. In con]unctlon w1th these measures;-'i}
.and in response to Soviet advice. that a placated peopre
would be less likely to stage serious prctests, price

increases have been postponed and the supply of consumer
goods has been lmproved.

"The POllSh 51tuatlon has apparently further

" divided the ‘existing .factions: ‘within the. Party.- The»
. hardliners are advocating:harsh’ measures’ to prevent
.the spread of.the "Polish v1rus," but. others. favor a-
‘eriticals self—examlnatlon aimed .at allev1at1ng~poten—‘
tial sources of domestlc unrestnm

The pressures that prec1p1tated the POllSh worker
~urebelllon -are not as intense in Bulgaria, an agricul-
tural country whose . food shortages are ‘usually less
severe than elsewhere in the Warsaw Pact..  :Bulgaria,
moreover, has no. organized dlSSldent intellectual or
:worker groups. ‘Nevertheless, Sofia recognizes the po--
jtentlal for worker unrest and reportedly will glve ‘more
'»attentlon to consumers.. T :
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